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WELCOME A NEW ARRIVALé 
 
 On September 27th Eric, Beth and Abigail Horwitz welcomed to their family 
a healthy 6 pound 3 ounce and 18 inches long, Mathew Jesse. Baby photos can 
be seen on their website www.ericandbeth.org/mathew. Congratulations from eve-
ryone at NSRA to the new parents!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SALEM HOSPITAL SITE SUMMER WORKé 
 

 This summer, the tech committee had the opportunity to visit the Salem 
Hospital Repeater site to prepare for some new work. 
 
 When we got there, it was apparent that significant construction work had 
commenced and no one had taken the care necessary to handle the radio room 
and associated equipment with any forethought. The equipment was squeezed 
wherever it would barely fit and what could not be moved, was built around.  I per-
sonally found this appalling and made an effort to correct the situation.  The new 
work would have to wait. 
 
 After several meetings, I eventually was put in touch with the right people at 
the hospital, who, not only apologized, but made it possible for the NSRA technical 
committee to get more directly involved in the facilities at the hospital. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 It was decided that the NSRA tech committee members would be permitted to volunteer their services 
to straighten out the mess created by over 15 years of neglect and several months of complete denial. 
 
 A group was formed to go up and cleanout all the dormant infrastructure, remove the disconnected 
equipment and reorganize the room.  3 visits, and about 60 man hours later the room is again presentable, all 
the equipment has known trustees and the antennae are all properly grounded and mapped. 
 
 The tech committee could not have done this without the many volunteers, many of whom were not 
members of the NSRA, who performed a large amount of dirty hard work.  Most of the work would only bene-
fit the Hospital, however, as we are not required to pay for electricity or rent and we have been there since the 
80ôs , itôs a small price to pay. 
 
 The results of the work that will directly benefit and expand the capabilities of the club are the follow-
ing: 
 
146.88:  The 1/2 ñ hardline that was in use for 146.88 for at least the last 12 years and was not new at that 
time was replaced with some 7/8ò hardline that came from the Danvers water tank.  Approximately 135ô of 
LDF5-50A was run to accommodate the 146.88 repeater.  New connectors, a new jumper, and a new poly-
phaser was installed. 
 
446.625:  A new machine was installed at the site that was cobbled together from spare parts in the shop.  
This machine is running at about 20 watts and the receiver needs some help.  This machine is utilizing an 
abandoned UHF antenna.  We may or may not attend to this as needed.  Operating details, 446.625 ï offset, 
pl 88.5 
 
927.750:  A new machine was installed at the site.  This was the reason for all the work.  This is an MSF5000 
commercial, continuous duty, 125 Watt repeater. New 7/8ò hardline  was run and a new antenna installed for 
this machine.  The antenna is a commercial 10dB gain antenna and the hardline run is about 75ô.  The ma-
chine is strong enough to be heard here in Walpole! 
 
Additionally, we have made some very good friends at the Hospital both with our professionalism and our 
quality of work.  Below are some photos of the before and after. 
 

Lou  - N1UEC 
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More Photos from Salem Hospital siteé 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

NORTH SHORE ARES/SKYWARN UPDATE...  

 
 The North Shore SKYWARN Coordinators and Net Control stations would like to thank everyone for 
their efforts throughout the summer of 2009.  While not nearly as busy as 2008, we proved that once again 
we stand ready to support the mission of the National Weather Service:  to protect life and property.  Each 
report that is received that either verifies a warning or helps to justify a new warning further proves our impor-
tance to the world of weather spotting. 
 
 Speaking of weather, the tenth annual ñSouthern New England Weather Conferenceò is a few weeks 
away.  This conference is packed with information for everyone from the weather enthusiast to the local mete-
orologist, and everyone in between.  Catch a presentation on the Ice Storm of 2008, a review of operations at 
the WX4NHC ï the National Hurricane Center amateur radio station, the all important winter weather fore-
cast, and even stay for dinner.  All details can be found at http://www.sneweatherconf.org.  Be sure to register 
as soon as possible! 
 
 On the ARES front, the North Shore ARES leadership would like to thank all operators that partici-
pated in our annual statewide hurricane exercise back in June.  As always, we hope several lessons were 
learned by all involved in yet another successful exercise ï thanks again!  IF there is interest in hosting our 
own exercises or North Shore ARES Net, please let us know so we can consider it for our schedule. 
 
 As always, anyone interested in joining the North Shore ARES/SKYWARN Team should contact either 
myself or Eric Horwitz - KA1NCF, North Shore ARES District Emergency Coordinator, for more informa-
tion.  We need your help, and are always looking for Net Controls, home stations, simplex relays, and 
more.  Everyone has a talent to bring to the table, letôs bring all our skills together and continue to provide one 
of the best ARES teams in the section!  

 

Jim Palmer ï KB1KQW 
Eastern MA Asst. Section Emergency Coordinator 

North Shore MA Asst. SKYWARN Coordinator 

Ambulance build around 

Dead unit 

US and TV Rack 

http://www.sneweatherconf.org

